Thursday, January 16, 2003
Genesis 18:1-19:38

Today we see Abraham practicing the typical hospitality of his time. It was only later that he recognized that one of his visitors was the Lord. After telling Abraham the coming fate of the cities, God allowed him to plead for the people living there. It’s hard to understand why God sometimes allowed His chosen leaders to plead with Him about His plans, but perhaps in this instance it was an opportunity for Abraham to learn more about God’s compassion and his own.

 Although it is totally alien to us, Lot seemed to believe that the obligations of hospitality to a guest under his roof demanded that he offer his virgin daughters to the mob in exchange for these two men. After a miracle in the night that may have saved the girls, and the revelation that his city would be destroyed, Lot and his family still had to be dragged from Sodom and his sons-in-law died in the destruction. Why would they have hesitated? Could it be that the shock of living in a city filled with sin just kind of wore off after a while?

Jesus mentioned Lot’s wife in Luke 17:26-33. It sounds as though she looked back at the city and wished in her heart that she could go back, and was overtaken by its destruction. As you read the rest of the story of what happened, do you think that living in the midst of terrible sin had an effect on all of Lot’s family? 

Did the cities of the valley ever exist? Yes. Though no physical trace of them has been confirmed, trade records containing the biblical names of some of the cities have been found.

As tough as these chapters are, note that it was God’s mercy that saved Lot, even as he argued about where he should go as he was rescued. Today, God does call us to avoid sin and to stand for Christ, but though He expects these things of us, He also pours out His love and grace upon us, forgiving us for our failures and enabling us to live each day in the love of our Savior.
